
Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 9/24/13, City Hall Council Chambers 

Present: Michael Halley, Martha Rasmussen, Ed Malloy, Kevin Flanagan, Scott Timm, Derik Wulfekuhle, Pam 

Craff, Darrel Bisgard, Emily Swihart (Tree Forever), Alex Green, John Meyer, Ray Lehn (DNR District Forester), 

Emma Hanigan (DNR State Urban Forestry Coordinator), Robin Pruisner (Iowa Dept. of Agriculture State 

Entomologist) 

Points of discussion 

Due to numerous threats to the city’s urban tree population, including Oak Wilt, extreme weather, and now 

Emerald Ash Borer, the city is taking action to create an Urban Tree Plan. This plan will include an updated Tree 

Ordinance, formation of an Arbor Commission by the mayor, and ongoing replanting efforts in the years to come 

to assure that Fairfield continues to offer a rich and diverse tree population for future generations. 

Iowa Dept. of Agriculture State Entomologist Robin Pruisner explained that after the discovery of Emerald Ash 

Borer (EAB) in Fairfield in July Jefferson County will soon be included in a multicounty quarantine. According to a 

press release issued by the Iowa Dep of Ag in August, “EAB kills all ash species and is considered to be one of the 

most destructive tree pests ever seen in North America.”  The quarantine restricts movement of firewood, logs, and 

wood chips from infested ash trees out of the quarantined counties to prevent spreading the infestation. The state 

doesn’t manage every individual who moves firewood, so the city and county will need to educate citizens on what 

to do with infested ash wood. As long as it’s ground smaller than one inch in all dimensions the chips are safe to use 

for mulch, and larger pieces are suitable for firewood only within the quarantined area. 

Fairfield Parks Director Pam Craff estimates that 70% of the trees in both Central Park and O.B. Nelson Park at 

ash, and Public Works Superintendent Darrel Bisgard estimates that 20-30% of the trees in the city right of way 

(ROW) are as well. It’s possible that up to 25% of all trees within Fairfield city limits are ash and are all at risk. 

While chemical treatments exist that can protect healthy trees, they are expensive and must be continually 

administered and can pose health risks to surrounding area. For these reasons the city will most likely not pursue 

treatment and not encourage citizens to do so either. 

Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) Urban Forestry Coordinator Emma Hanigan suggests that the city conduct an 

inventory of all city trees that includes a health assessment of each tree. Fairfield Sustainability Coordinator Scott 

Timm will research funding options and/or partnerships with Iowa State University Extension to complete this 

inventory soon. Emily Swihart of Trees Forever will the city secure grants for replanting efforts. 

Mayor Malloy will appoint members to a Tree Advisory Committee at the next city council meeting. This committee 

will help guide the city’s tree policy, including updating the list of appropriate trees to plant in the ROW and 

educating citizens about the EAB quarantine. They will also work with local nurseries to ensure that they keep a 

variety of tree species in stock of various sizes for ongoing community-wide tree planting. 

The Tree Ordinance can include a preservation clause designed to protect healthy, mature trees from being 

removed from private property. Current city policy to replace all trees cut down from the ROW of with two new 

ones can be formalized in the ordinance. Public Works crews can receive periodic training in tree care and pruning. 

Recommendations/Actions 

Committee will continue to work with state agencies, local tree specialists, and city employees to develop a 

viable urban tree plan, including an updated tree ordinance and advisory committee. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Halley 


