
Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 10/24/13, City Hall Council Chambers 

Present: Michael Halley, Martha Rasmussen, Scott Timm, Pam Craff, Darrel Bisgard, Kim Keller, Susan Romero, 

Alex Green, Ray Lehn, Bumson Ly, Jacob Krieger, Bob Koczela, Judy Buttery, Molly Haviland, Avi Pogel, Tom 

Barrett, Diane Krystofiak 

Points of discussion 

Introductions were made and the mayor’s recently appointed Arbor Committee members were recognized: Kim 

Keller, Alex Green, Susan Romero, and Ray Lehn with non-voting members Derik Wulfekuhle, Pam Craff, and 

Scott Timm. Halley reviewed the city’s Urban Tree Plan and highlighted areas of responsibility for both the city 

council Environment Committee and Arbor Committee. The Environment Committee will focus on developing a 

comprehensive tree ordinance, scheduled to be in place before Arbor Week of next year. The Arbor Committee is 

tasked with updating the list of tree species appropriate for planting in the city right-of-way; organizing spring and 

fall tree planting events; working with local nurseries to assure a variety of species and size of trees are available; 

working with city crews on proper tree care; educating the public about tree care and how to manage trees infested 

by Emerald Ash Borer. Both committees will work together and in parallel to move the Urban Tree Plan forward. 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) situation and initial plan of action were discussed. Kim Keller shared several pages 

of useful information on EAB management practices. Ash constitute 50% of the trees in Central Park and over 

75% of those in O.B. Nelson Park, so the city has obtained matching funds from the Parks & Rec Foundation and 

Fairfield RAGBRAI 2013 to apply for up to a $10,000 grant from Trees Forever. These funds will cover the cost of 

equipment and replacement trees for a spring planting effort in both parks. The city will only consider removing 

small or sick ash trees initially, leaving larger trees intact until removal is imminent. Because of the indiscriminating 

toxic nature of chemical treatments (the insecticides kill not only EAB, but desirable creatures like bees and birds) 

the city will not use these and strongly encourages the public not to use any over-the-counter pest control product 

or professionally administered chemical treatments in an attempt to manage EAB infestation on their property. 

Ray Lehn and a crew of DNR tree specialists recently conducted an inventory of the trees in the city right-of-way. 

The data is being processed by the DNR and should be delivered to the city in November. Information includes 

location, specie, and basic condition of each tree in the ROW. Unofficial indications show less than 25% of ROW 

trees are ash, though there are signs of EAB infested trees in the area west of Chautauqua Park. The ROW data can 

be used for a second replanting effort for next fall of trees appropriate for ROW parameters. 

The committees discussed the challenges of managing EAB infested trees on private property, with an emphasis on 

public education. Alex Green suggested offering information online (possibly on the city’s Go-Green website) as 

well as press releases, utility bill mailings, public workshops, and working with local tree service providers. 

Susan Romero presented a proposal for a research project she would like to conduct on the effectiveness of various 

biological controls for EAB. Both committees are supportive of trying biological controls (e.g. compost teas, 

predatory wasps, etc.) as long as they are supported by research, will not cause further harm, and are self-funded. 

Everyone was invited to attend an EAB educational event in Burlington on November 14. Scott Timm and Michael 

Halley will attend and speak on behalf of the city of Fairfield’s current efforts and future plans to manage EAB. 

Recommendations/Actions 

Committee will continue to work with the Arbor Committee on the Urban Tree Plan. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Halley 


