
Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 10/20/14, City Hall Council Chambers 

Present: Michael Halley, Daryn Hamilton, Doug Flournoy, Diane Rosenberg, Matt Ohloff, Melanie Carlson 

Points of discussion 

Diane Rosenberg and Matt Ohloff explained why they feel the council should pass a resolution supporting the 

Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatment Act and The Preventing Antibiotic Resistance Act of 2013. 

According to their sources the use (overuse) of antibiotics in agriculture is substantially reducing their effectiveness 

in treating medical conditions while also creating antibiotic-resistance strains of communicable diseases. They are 

part of a national campaign seeking support from city councils for the aforementioned bills in the US House and 

Senate. 

 

After a lengthy conversation and clarifying questions none of the committee members felt that this issue is 

something they want to bring to the full council for consideration at this time. 

 

Halley initiated a discussion regarding the City’s current leaf burning laws. Each year, during the months of October 

and November, citizen complaints about the leaf smoke increase. The Iowa DNR provides information on their 

website regarding the health hazards of leaf smoke, which includes carbon monoxide, particulates, and carcinogens. 

Like second-hand cigarette smoke, leaf smoke becomes a public health issue as the wind carries it into the shared 

environment. Leaf smoke causes health issues specifically for children, the elderly, and anyone with asthma or other 

respiratory illnesses. 

Hamilton explained how the current City laws regarding leaf burning created about ten years ago were a 

compromise between those who enjoy leaf burning and those who prefer that it be banned. He feels that they’ve 

worked well since they’ve been in place and that further restrictions aren’t necessary at this time. Flournoy agreed. 

Carlson added that some communities have nuisance ordinances that allow the Fire Chief to put out fires that are 

especially smoky. Committee believes that our code is similar and that leaf fires have been extinguished in the past 

for this reason. This offers some relief to citizens who are sensitive to intense smoke. 

 

Halley will research statistics on respiratory illnesses from hospital and county public health and report back to 

committee at a future meeting. 

Recommendations/Actions 

No action taken. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Halley 


