
Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 4/21/15, City Hall Council Chambers 

Present: Michael Halley, Daryn Hamilton, Darrel Bisgard, Troy Van Beek, Katie Greenfield, Jonas Magram, Thom 

Krystofiak, Andy Hallman 

Points of discussion 

 

Ideal Energy representatives Katie Greenfield and Troy Van Beek presented scenarios for various solar energy 

investment options, including Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs). Each example used the library as an example 

since they have its energy use data. Summarized benefits of the four options are as follows: 

Direct Purchase: higher upfront cost, decent long term savings 

Long-term PPA (25 year): no upfront cost, lower long term savings 

Short-term PPA (10-15 year): no upfront cost, payments made over term of contract, higher long term savings 

Short-term PPA, with prepayment (10-15 year): moderate upfront cost, higher long term savings 

 

Committee discussed details of potential savings with each investment option. Hamilton expressed that whatever 

choice the current council makes will affect the city 25 years from now, so we need to take the time to consider the 

best option before choosing. Committee agreed that the main benefit to the city of solar installations is in energy 

cost savings for city departments, freeing funds for other uses. Ideal Energy will present again at the next committee 

meeting to provide greater detail and answer questions posed by committee members. 

 

Jonas Magram and Thom Krystofiak presented their proposed resolution urging the Iowa employees’ retirement 

system to divest from major fossil fuel companies. Krystofiak explained that this resolution is about multiplying the 

voice for climate change mitigation. Hamilton asked how many other cities in Iowa have passed this type of 

resolution: Fairfield would be the first. Committee felt that the language of the proposed resolution is not in 

alignment with city/community values and will work with Magram and Krystofiak to rework the wording to make it 

more commonly acceptable and representatives of the city’s Go-Green Plan. 

 

Halley presented concerns from citizens who have respiratory illnesses that prohibit them from being outdoors 

when open burning is happening. Currently the city ordinance allows burning of yard waste on Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday in the months of April, October, and November. Halley proposed removing 

Wednesday to allow residents with respiratory issues the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors without waiting three 

straight days. Committee doesn’t want to create extra work for the police department by adding another no-burning 

day officers would need to enforce. Halley will contact Chief Thomas and report back at the next meeting. 

 

Halley updated the committee on the expired contract with Connelly's, Inc for the public recycling center. Currently 

the city is paying 60% of the annual cost while the county is paying 40%. Mike Harmon discovered that city 

residential trash/recycling revenues are subsidizing the city’s portion of the recycling center contract. Committee 

will take action on this item at its next meeting. 

Bisgard expressed that mulch and compost are accumulating at the city compost site and needs to be hauled away to 

create space for the upcoming spring brush pick-up materials. 

Recommendations/Actions 

No action taken. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Halley 


