
Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 7/16/15, City Hall Council Chambers 

Present: Michael Halley, Daryn Hamilton, Doug Flournoy, Mike Harmon, Katie Greenfield, Channing Congdon, 

Andy Hallman 

Points of discussion 

 

Katie Greenfield and Channing Congdon from Ideal Energy explained details about equipment and monitoring of 

typical solar installations. RFPs often specify the grade of products (panels, invertors, etc.) that can be used for the 

project, usually requiring the highest grade. Systems typically include monthly energy production estimates that are 

compared to actual usage to ensure the system is operating optimally. 

 

Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) were discussed as an option the city could use to finance solar array 

installations. Investors own the system and sell the power for an agreed upon rate (typically less than the going rate 

charged by the utility company) for an agreed upon period of time. Price paid for energy, length of the contract, and 

ownership of the system are all entirely negotiable between both parties of the PPA. System buyout at the end 

contract can be included in the contract. 

Committee requested that Ideal Energy create proposals both for expanding the library’s solar array and for an array 

on the roof of the new gym. These will not be official proposals, but will provide ballpark estimates of the costs of 

each system. When the city is ready to move forward with a project sealed bids will be collected as per state code. 

 

Nicotine-Free Parks 

 

Pros and cons of a proposed Nicotine-free Parks ordinance were discussed. While committee felt there is some 

merit in banning the use of nicotine products (especially cigarettes) from public parks, concerns about enforcement 

and the creating of a new ordinance dampened committee support. Enforcement would be similar to dog waste 

laws; police officers would have to catch people in the act or obtain admission after the fact in order to give 

citations. Since this issue did not come to committee with strong public support it was decided to table it for now. 

 

Service Agency recycling contract 

 

At the suggestion of a member of the Service Agency, the proposal for a 60% county/40% city recycling center 

contract split was brought to committee, then council, then back to the SA. The same member who originally 

suggested the split then expressed that it was unfair to the county. Councilman Flournoy proposed a 50/50 

county/city split that would need council approval before going back to the SA. 

Committee discussed the pros and cons of keeping the existing program in place vs. discontinuing subsidizing the 

center. Were the city to end its subsidy the $3/month charge to all commercial utility accounts would be terminated, 

and a potential reduction in residential recycling rates could be considered. Citizens wishing to use the center would 

potentially have to pay a small fee each time. 

Recommendations/Actions 

Committee will bring the 50/50 option to council for discussion, and attempt to gather information on how many 

Fairfield residents use of center on a regular basis. 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Halley 


