
 

Environmental & Franchise Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 2/11/11 

Present: Michael Halley, Daryn Hamilton, John Revolinsk, Daryl Bisgard, Jeremy Olsen, Matt Cross 

Points of discussion 

Public Works department superintendent Daryl Bisgard prepared a report showing the increased expenses, insurance 

and safety concerns, and other issues with the annual trash pick-up.  He prepared a list of possible alternatives, including 

a program where the city sells tags for large item pick-up and disposal.  The committee discussed the pros and cons of 

the different options and unanimously agreed that due to rising costs, increasing abuse of the program, and the inherent 

inequity in a service funded by all tax-payer but only used by a portion of the population, the city should remove itself 

from any role in the disposal of large trash items.   

Instead the city will help facilitate a user-pay system where citizens with items too large for residential trash pick-up can 

contact trash collection businesses to pick-up and dispose of large items for a fee.  City personnel will help refer citizens 

to trash collection companies willing to provide this service, but city employees will no longer be directly involved in the 

process.  This will free up much needed time and revenue for the Public Works department to focus on more pressing 

issues, specifically street repair.  

Tags for large item pick-up could be made available for purchase at a variety of locations in town, including city hall.  This 

would simplify the process, though more information is needed before this can move forward.  Committee chairman 

Michael Halley will contact both Waste Management and Connelly Inc to receive information regarding their large items 

trash collection services.  Based on their responses the committee will develop a more detailed system for helping 

connect residents with trash haulers. 

In keeping with the principles of the city’s Go-Green Plan the committee also discussed ways to continue to encourage 

reuse of discarded items that don’t need to go to the landfill.  Halley discussed a possible arrangement with the 

managers of the new Habitat For Humanity Re-Use store where anyone with reusable items can contact the store 

management directly to arrange for free pick-up.  An online Freecycle/Buycycle page has been going strong for years, 

and a link to the page could be included on the city’s website, along with contact information for the Goodwill store and 

other businesses that collect donated used resalable items. 

Although some funds have been budgeted for the pick-up for the remainder of this fiscal year the committee will 

recommend that the full council end the pick-up for all of 2011 and divert those funds to much needed street repair.  

Daryn Hamilton expressed concern that many residents will be unaware of the change and put out trash this year, which 

may force the city to deal with numerous nuisance situations.  It was agreed that an educational ad campaign would be 

necessary to ensure that all city residents are made aware of the change. 

Recommendations/Actions 

- Committee will continue to develop an alternative program to the annual trash pick-up and, upon completion, will 

propose that the full council replace the existing service with the new program. 

 

Signature of Chairperson___________________________________________ 


